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Now, college attendance at the click of mouse  
Neha Pushkarna TNN  (TOI, New Delhi) 
 
New Delhi: Delhi University students can now track their attendance on a monthly basis. The university has asked all 
colleges to maintain a monthly record of students’ attendance and put it up on their websites. This will help students 
know if they are falling shortof the required number of classes supposed to be attended. The new rule will be applicable 
to students studying in the semester as well as the annual mode. However, teachers are a little wary of this decision as 
DU has also asked them to keep daily attendance of students with them so that they can access it on a regular basis. 
Currently, teacherssubmitthe recordsof attendance at the end of the year in the annual mode or before the exams in 
semesters.  
    “Many teachers feel DU is indirectly arm‐twisting them. It’s known that teachers, who are not regular, mark the 
attendance of students randomly at the end of the term. Since their own attendance is never marked, they often get 
away with it. The new rule will make sure they are regular,” said an ad hoc teacher from a North Campus college. The 
DU circular stated, “This will also facilitate teachers to calculate the final attendance records, help in avoiding the delay 
in submitting them to the office and also decrease any complaints from students.” Students can in fact report any 
discrepancies in their attendance record within a week of the college displaying it online.  
    Delhi University Teachers’ Association (DUTA) has written to DU insisting that the rule contradicts earlier decisions of 
the academic and the executive council. The association also mentioned in the letter dated February 14, “The periodicity 
of display of attendance, if shortened arbitrarily, only increases administrative load on teachers.” But DU officials 
assured that students will only benefit from this rule. “Often students do not get to know that they arefalling shortof the 
required attendance. By the time they are told about it, it’s timefor examstobegin.There were a lot of cases this time 
where students were stopped from taking exams due to short attendance in the last exams. But now they will have time 
and scope to improve,” said a senior DU official who did not wish to be named as he was not authorized to speak to the 
media. 

 

IIM prof turns candidate, stays manager  
(Indian Express) 

FROM teaching business policy at IIMAhmedabad, Abhishek Mishra is now using his knowledge of strategy 
and innovation to address issues such as sadak-nali-pani and to connect with voters of Lucknow.  

The management guru, 34, is the Samajwadi Party candidate — some say an unusual one — for Lucknow 
North, a new seat.  

Mishra has a PHD in strategy and marketing from Cambridge. He has served the Home and Defence ministries 
as their consultant for the Sixth Pay Commission and trained batches of IAS and IPS officers, apart from 
working with various multinationals.  
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Now that he has quit his IIM job and finds himself facing challenges entirely new, he still banks on 
management principles already tried. He began with a signature campaign to list the ten most serious issues in 
each locality. “For example, we found that over a thousand signatories wanted an overbridge over Daliganj 
railway crossing, which frequently faces jams.” The issue now tops the list of promises he has prepared.  

“As of now, these data are only on paper. But soon, we will digitise these data and use that as a readymade 
database to chalk out local development strategies once the party comes to power,” he says.  

That is when, he believes, his experience in management will come into play in the real sense. “My 
management skills lie in optimising the available resources and matching the right man for the right job — there 
I am far superior to others,” says Mishra.  

Contesting for the first time, Mishra is pitted against Ashutosh Tandon aka Gopalji — son of the BJP’S 
Lucknow MLA Lalji Tandon — besides businessman-turnedBsp-politician Arun Dwivedi and Congress 
candidate Neeraj Bora.  

Mishra’s “quiet, meditative life” has become a “hectic, active public life” overnight. He starts his day at 
7.30am, briefly flips through the newspapers instead of “leisurely reading at least four English news dailies” as 
he used to, then jumps into the car to campaign from door to door. The day invariably goes past midnight but 
Mishra is “enjoying the experience”.  

Even before venturing into active politics, Mishra had been advising Akhilesh Yadav, with whom he is close, 
on various strategic issues. His father Jai Shankar Mishra, an IAS officer, is known to have been close with 
Akhilesh’s father Mulayam.  

Party says Akhilesh Mishra has played a key role in some of the recent strategic moves the party has 
undertaken, from selecting the right survey agency for feedback from the ground to English advertisements on 
Mulayam’s birthday.  

“I have known Akhilesh bhaiya for a couple of years,” says Mishra, “He had been brainwashing me to join 
politics for one year.” Mishra believes it is time Indian politics saw a change in its structure and “young, 
educated professionals joined politics to serve the society better”.  

“I have always been a niche product, interacting with a smaller section of people as an academician. I wanted to 
reach out and empower a larger section of people and give back to the society, because of which I decided to 
switch careers and join politics,” says Mishra.  

Mishra says the Samajwadi Party is the “only party in the state that does not have a crisis of leadership”, with “a 
clear cut line of youth leadership in Akhilesh bhaiya and an experienced leader in Netaji.”  
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Helping Mishra is his team of friends, some from the IIM, others from various professional backgrounds, who 
have either left their jobs or taken a long leave to campaign. “With all this support, if I can’t risk a change of 
career and venture into politics, who can,” says Mishra. Whatever the outcome of the poll, “I am in politics to 
stay”.  

ISTE student chapter launched at IET Bhaddal  
(Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

RUPNAGAR: Indian Society for Technical Education ( ISTE) student chapter was launched at I ET Bhaddal 
Technical Campus near here on Thursday. National Institute of Technical Teachers’ Training and Research ( 
NITTTR) Chandigarh director Dr KM Rastogi was the chief guest of the function. While addressing the 
gathering he suggested the teachers to become mentors instead of monitors, as per the demand of the time. 
Teachers should motivate the students to learn and not to force the students to learn. Teachers should be 
facilitators. He also advised the students to develop their personality, generic skills, learn i nternational 
etiquettes and mannerism.  

He said the beginning of ISTE chapter would help the institute’s growth. The guest of honour NIT Jalandhar 
Professor Dr MK Jha highlighted the role of ISTE in the field of education and industry. IET Bhaddal technical 
campus director Dr R Jha, ISTE in charge of the i nsti t ute Rajesh Kumar Chaudhary also spoke on the 
occasion.  

 

 

 


